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“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the
gospel.” Mark 1:15

The Time is Now

The message quoted is exceedingly personal and imminent. The time to repent is now: “The
time is fulfilled.” The place is here: “The kingdom of God is at hand.” You are the person:
“Repent, ye, and believe the gospel.” There are few men indeed who do not need to heed
this admonition.

The message of the Lord comes to us first in invitation: ¢ Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from

the presence of the Lord.” Acts 3:19

It comes to us next in warning: ‘“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Luke 13:3

The Nature of Repentance

There is a form of worldly repentance which consists merely in being sorry when one is
caught. The individual is not sorry that he did wrong. He is sorry that he is caught and is
to be punished. That is the kind of repentance that Paul had in mind when he said, ‘ The
sorrow of the world worketh death’ II Corinthians 7: 10.

That kind of repentance worketh death because all it does is to cause the individual to
make up his mind that next time he will sin, but he will be more careful. From this state of
mind has been evolved the worldly philosophy: “If you can’t be good, be careful.” The end
of this philosophy is death, because man cannot escape consequences. Whatsoever a man
soweth, that also shall he reap.

Then there is a godly repentance that Paul had in mind when he said, “Godly sorrow
worketh repentance to salvation’ II Corinthians 7: 10. This repentance is sorrow for sin
and not for exposure. It will “bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.”

(Matthew 3: 8)



This repentance will cause a man to ‘“cease to do evil” Isaiah 1: 16, and ‘“learn to do well”’:
Isaiah 1: 17.

This repentance leads to restitution wherever it is possible to make right that which was
wrong. As an example, Zaccheus stated that if he had taken anything from any man by
fraud he would return fourfold Luke 19: 8.

The Objective

The first objective of repentance is to get right with God. The admonition in II Corinthians
5: 20 is “Be ye reconciled to God.”

The old confessions of faith that stated that Jesus Christ was made manifest in the flesh
that he might reconcile God to man were entirely wrong. As one has said, “When a man’s
watch is wrong he does not set the sun by the watch, he sets the watch by the sun.” The
creeds may have attempted to adjust God to man, but the mission os Christ was to
reconcile man to God. Faith and repentance are essential steps in this reconciliation.

The next objective of repentance is to get right with one’s fellow men. It is truly said that it
takes three to live the Christian religion - a man, his God, and his fellow man. That is the

‘“‘eternal triangle,” and fellowship must flow from every point.

The objective of repentance is greatly aided by confession.

Story of the Prodigal Son

In Luke, fifteenth chapter, we have the great and beautiful story of the prodigal son.
Without doubt Jesus meant this story to represent God the Father and his erring children.

We note first the attitude of the son. He was blind with folly. No one could reason with
him and he would not profit by any man’s experience.

He yielded to the lure of “the far country.” That far country today may be under the great
white lights of New York, or in the vice district of Chicago, or it may be just around the
corner in some low den where men gather to drink and play cards and exchange evil
stories, or where sinful women assemble. It is a “far country” in the sense that it is far
from our Father’s house and from the teaching of that mother who is praying for her
wayward son or daughter.

Next came the disillusionment of the prodigal son when his fortune was with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to
glory” II Corinthians 3: 18.



The Good and Bad in Men

There is good and bad in all men. Whittier wrote about the “two voices” that held debate
within him. Tennyson wrote of the “moods” that struggle within man. Paul complained of
the evil that was “ever present” with him when he would do good.

The human soul is a battlefield. The moral struggle distinguishes man from the animals
and vegetables. It is the province of the gospel to Kkill the beast in man and redeem the
man.

Repentance is one of the first steps toward God and toward that clean true life, which
means salvation.

Repentance is one of the six vital, fundamental gospel principles.

If you would like to learn more about the gospel of Jesus Christ, please feel free to contact us
at www.philippineministries.org and we would enjoy having the opportunity to share his
wonderful gospel with you.




